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Commerce
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“This Is The Place For Me"’ And She Kept the Faith . ..

By Mrs. TraoMmas A. Epison

EERNSD

It’s a long trail since two men took a cruise in a very small yacht from
Jacksonville to Punta Rassa. No Palm Beach, no Miami of today, but a
crude landing at a crude hotel on stilts eight to ten feet high filled with 1
tired but happy sportsmen needing rest from nagging responsibilities of
business, who were made comfortable by a genial host and his wife, Mr.

and Mrs. Schultz.

The men were made over in a short time by the relaxation they found
in the old real fishing days of that long ago.

Mr. Schultz was in charge of the last telegraph communications plant
between North and South America. It being a Western Union Station in
which line Mr. Edison and Mr. Gilliland, our travelers, were associated an
avenue of mutual interest was established. After being heartily received
they were urged to take time from their quest to sail up the then little
known beautiful Caloosahatchee to which they consented. Fascination
grew until by the time of their arriving at the little hamlet of two hundred
people or thereabouts, Fort Myers, they were ready to say “this is the place
for me.”

With one accord the real estate agent was found, the acreage of Sem-
inole Lodge was purchased with the idea of being one mile and a quarter
from the center of life of the place, as plenty of space and quiet was the aim.

In another year and a half Thomas A. Edison and his bride were estab-
lished for a life-time of experience just sixty years ago in houses constructed
of lumber transported from Maine to Fort Myers by water. There was a
loss of one shipment and there were many vicissitudes, but the achievement
was accomplished by the usual perseverence and determination of our
great pioneer.

Remembrances of events of happy years are interwoven with Research
and Recreation, ever mindful of the growth of this quaint and beautiful
center of activity. It is difficult to realize that the Fort Myers of today has
developed from houses in this area that had to be built on stilts or be washed
away. It is hard to realize that the approach to Fort Myers was made by
water from Punta Gorda, after a ten hours sail, on a boat somewhat fash-
ioned after the type of a New York ferry, or by a haphazard drive of
practically twenty-four hours from Arcadia through wild country and
with snakes in abundance, swamps and adventures of various description,
arriving exhausted but tremendously impressed with the possibilities of a
great state, to which promise Florida has arrived and Fort Myers one of
the most beautiful and prosperous settlement in it.

May the richness of God’s blessings continue and Fort Myers ever re-
main the dignified and exemplary town it has always been in the past.

Mrs. Mina MiLLER EpisoNn
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...About Charles A. Edison

6

right, despite having grown to maturity in

the shadow of his famous father, has spent
numerous winter seasons in Fort Myers, but that
of 1918 undoubtedly stands out in his memory.
For it was then that he was married here, with
attendant circumstances worthy of an imaginative
scenarist.

CHARL}:.S Epison, justly eminent in his own

The scene was set when Charles, without re-
vealing the object of his request, asked his mother
to invite as her house guest Miss Carolyn Hawkins,
of Cambridge, Massachusetts. Upon her arrival,
they entered into the swim of social events. One
such affair, a dance at the Royal Palms Hotel, had
the effect of speeding Charles’ plans for getting
Caroline to say “Yes,” because unanticipated com-
plications arose. Another young man was vying
for her attention. Charles lost no time. He asked
the question, received Carolyn’s affirmative reply,
and then informed his mother to prepare for a
small informal wedding at which only friends of
the family would be invited.

The scenario began to take shape, because when
Charles and Carolyn set forth quietly to obtain
their wedding license they made a slight error in
destination, and were informed by an attendant:
“This is the telephone office. You’ll have to go
to City Hall for a marriage license.” Having cor-
rected this false start by proceeding to the munic-
ipal building, Charles and Carolyn approached the
marriage license clerk who—of all persons—turned
out to be the young man who had paid strong court
to Miss Hawkins at the previous night’s dance.

At this point a really inspired scenarist might have
pictured the clerk as steadfastly refusing to issue
the necessary certificate in an effort to thwart his
successful rival, but the facts are the opposite and
the wedding went off on schedule.

The ceremony took place on March 27, 1918,
under the shade of a cinnamon tree on the lawn of
the home of the bridegroom’s parents. A flower-
covered sideboard, hastily requisitioned from the
dining room, served as an altar. In the absence of
her husband, who was on a business trip away from
Fort Myers, Mrs. Thomas A. Edison gave the bride
away. Multi-colored tropical blooms picked in the
Edison gardens served as the bridal bouquet. I
have yet to see another bouquet so gorgeous,” Mrs.
Charles Edison said in recalling her wedding day.

Although Charles Edison was educated as an
electrical engineer at the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology, his abilities were to gain his recog-
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nition in the flelds of business and public service.
He directed a reorganization of his father’s mani-
fold enterprises in 1926 and, as president of Thomas
A. Edison, Incorporated, with headquarters at
West Orange, New Jersey, has guided their activ-
ities ever since.

His interest in public service was crystalized by
the arrival of the depression. Acting on the belief
that business men should take a more prominent
part in public affairs, he began service in 1933 on
the New Jersey State Recovery Board and the
Regional Labor Board organized under the National
Recovery Act. Edison then assisted in the prepara-
tion of legislation that created the Federal Housing
Administration, and in 1934 he served as Regional
Director of the Federal Housing Administration
for the region embracing New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, Delaware and Maryland. Early in 1935
President Roosevelt appointed Edison a member of
the National Industrial Recovery Board in Wash-
ington.

On November 17, 1936, President Roosevelt
summoned him to more important duties, appoint-
ing him Assistant Secretary of the Navy under
Secretary Claude A. Swanson. Following Mr.
Swanson’s death, Edison was advanced by President
Roosevelt to full cabinet status on December 30,
1939. While serving with the Navy Department,
first as assistant secretary and later as the secretary,
Edison fashioned an outstanding record by pioneer-
ing in the building of battleships with engines of
revolutionary design which threw into discard
longstanding ideas concerning battleship construc-
tion; in the introduction of PT Boats, which proved
such an effective addition to the Navy in World
War II; and in effecting other improvements with-
in the Navy Department.

In his first and only entry into campaign poli-
tics, Edison was elected Governor of New Jersey
and served a three-year term which ended January
17, 1944. At that time he retired to devote full
time to his duties as president of the Edison in-
dustries. As Governor, he successfully sponsored
sweeping tax reforms, model management-labor
legislation, and improvements within the State’s
judiciary.

In addition to his corporate duties, Edison now
serves as chairman of United Service to China
(formerly United China relief); chairman of the
board of Town Hall, Inc., New York City; and as
trustee of Hotchkiss School at Lakeville, Conn.

CrarLes Epison

Former Governor of the State of New Jersey
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PROGRAM of EVENTS
for

EDISON PAGEANT OF LIGHT
CENTENNIAL

FEBRUARY 8-16, 1947

Saturday, February 8

SHRINE DAY, Speeches - - - - - Mavor, JC PRESIDENT, GENERAL C
FIREWORKS (Night) - - - - - - - YACE?HI‘;:\I;:
KING AND QUEEN’S ROYAL DINNER AND DANCE - - - - Civic CENTER

Sunday, February 9
CHURCH OBSERVANCE - - - - - . - . _ . _ Fr. Myers C
GOLF TOURNAMENT - - - - - . - - . . _ - _ . ”:-RSGO}ZIBRC?IX:S;

Monday, February 10
GOLF TOURNAMENT - - - - - _ _ _ . - . _ . _ .
TENNIS TOURNAMENT - - - - . - . . _ . .. e G
SHUFFLEBOARD TOURNAMENT - - - . . . _ _
STREET DANCE (Night) - - - - - - - - _ . _

- - City CourTs
- - - Crry Parx
- - - FIrsT STREET

Tuesday, February 11

COMBINED CIVIC LUNCHEON - - - - . . . _ _ HoreLR P

TENNIS TOURNAMENT - - - S T (_’ Ef C?{?‘EQS&:;

SHUFFLEBOARD TOURNAMENT - - - - - - - - - - . Crry Park

CHORAL CONCERT (Night) - - - - - - - _ _ . _ _ Civic CENTER
Wednesday, Fe[)ruary 12

AVIATION EXHIBITION - - - - . . . . . . _ DPacE Fi

PAGEANT OF EDISON'S LIFE (Night) - - - - - - - - - Civio Coxrrn

Thursday, February 13
GOPHER SWEEPSTAKES - - - - - - _ . _ _ _ _ _ _ R Stres
FLOWER FASHION SHOW (Night) - - - - - - - - - _ Ciie Cenron

Friday, February 14
BABY PARADE, CORONATION OF BABY KING AND QUEEN
CORONATION BALL (Night) - - - - - - - - - - Cwic CeNTrR

Saturday, February 15
PRESIDENT TRUMAN DAY

BOATRACES - - - - - - . . . _ . . _ _¢C : -

CRAND DARADE ALOOSAHATCHEE RIVER

GLADIOLI QUEEN DANCE (Night) - - - - - - - _ . _ Civic CENTER
Sunday, February 16

BOAT RACES - - - - - - - - CALOOSAHATCHEE R

EDISON MEMORIAL SERVICES (N/g/Jl) -~ - - - - - « - Cwie CI:NIZEE

ArL Week: CANDID CAMERA CONTEST - FISHING CONTEST
GENERAL ELECTRIC’S “HOUSE OF MAGIC”
GENERAL MOTORS’ “PARADE OF PROGRESS”

Edison Discovered Fort Myers

By RonaLp HALGRIM

world-wide legend. Florida is a legendary

state. Any story in which the names of
Edison and Florida are coupled, therefore, should
not stick too closely to dates and routine events.
As far as dates are concerned, suffice it to say that
Mr. Edison “discovered” Fort Myers in 1885 and
returned here the next year with his bride, Mina
Miller Edison, to make a home on the banks of
the Caloosahatchee.

T}-ﬂ: NAME and fame of Thomas A. Edison is a

It must have been about 1887 that Edison built
his first laboratory on his Fort Myers estate, im-
ported a steam engine, dynamo, and gave the
pioneer Fort Myers citizens their first taste of
incandescent light. There is a story that Edison
offered to light Fort Myers with electricity free
of charge but that the village officials turned down
the offer because they thought the glass enclosed
lights would keep the cattle and chickens awake
at night.

From 1885 until his death in 1931, Edison
spent at least part of every year but one in Fort
Myers, which he was fond of calling his “adopted
home” where he came to spend “working vaca-
tions.” ‘The one year he missed was during the
first World War when he volunteered his inventive
genius to help the United States solve the sub-
marine menace. He did invent submarine detectors
which were of great value and other devices of his
are still filed in active war department secret
archives. If he were alive today he would be busy
helping the national defense program.

Many people have forgotten that after he had
first gained world-wide acclaim for his inventions,
the story was that Edison was broken in health.
The New York World sent a special correspondent
to Fort Myers to interview the electrical wizard.
Here is a quote from the interview in which Mr.
Edison said: “The air here in Fort Myers is perfect;
the weather, as you see, is beautiful and the days
are a constant succession of blue skies and warm
sunshine, and to all this I owe my rapidly returned

health.”

It was somewhat later that he said, “There is
only one Fort Myers and ninety million people are
going to find it out.”

The present Edison home was prefabricated in
Maine and shipped to Florida by schooner. He built
a half-mile-long pier out into the river and lighted
it with electricity. He launched the first electric
yacht in the world on the placid waters of the
Caloosahatchee. He loved to sit on the dock and
fish. But he didn’t care about catching fish.

He would walk out with a cane pole and dangle
a line in the water. If people came to talk with
him he would put a finger to his lips for silence on
the old theory that noise scares away the fish.
Those who kept quiet while Edison kept on think-
ing did not know that he did not even have a
hook on the end of his line.

But he liked to talk with old fishermen like
Capt. E. L. Evans and W. Ashby Jones. They
bragged about big tarpon. He gave out an inter-
view that scared them. He said he had invented an
electric lure and that he could go out and kill any
fish that even nibbled his bait by pushing a button.
Mr. Edison liked a practical joke. One time a bunch
of titled Englishmen and New York dignitaries
came to visit him. Before dinner they told stories
they had heard of the toughness of Florida beef
steak. Edison went out to his laboratory and cut
up a thick rubber and web belt into the size of
steaks and had the belting served for dinner—
covered with gravy. They say he laughed 30 min-
utes as his guests, trying to be polite, attempted
to cut up the pseudo steaks.

Edison believed in work but liked physical com-
fort. During his last years in Fort Myers, he was
visited by Joe Mitchell Chapple with whom he had
collaborated on the publication of “Heart Throbs”
and “Heart Songs.” Mr. Edison loved the old
poems and the old songs. After exchanging a chew
of tobacco, Joe put his hands on Edison’s shoulders
and said: “Well, old timer, if T don’t see you again
in this world I’ll see you in heaven.”

“I don’t know about that, Joe,” said Edison.
“Florida is just about as near heaven as I hope to
3
get.

It was Edison back in 1905 who first urged the
city fathers to line the avenues with royal palms.
He bought and paid for the first schooner-loads of
palms and today Fort Myers is known as the “City
of Palms.” The Edison e:tate with its many rare
imported trees, orchid row and beautiful flora is
a jungle-like botanical garden not to be compared
with any other planting in Florida.

As he grew older, Edison’s birthday became more
of an event and it brought many famous persons
to Fort Myers who were privileged to claim friend-
ship with the “living immortal.” Tt was the
occasion for an annual interview in which Edison
answered all questions. The writers and reporters
would work for days and nights on a list of
approximately forty questions covering practically
every subject in the world.

(Continued on Page 29)
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The End

ARrcHIE, Rex: House of Opom

The Junior Chamber of Commerce carefully preserving the tradition of
its Edison Pageant of Light, looks forward each year to a better pageant.
At the coronation ball of 1946, Archie Odom became the Centennial King
of Light. He will reign until his successor is named on the night of feb—
ruary 14, 1947. This year the Pageant will have all of the traditional
observances that go with our celebration. Starting again in 1946 afte}' a
lapse of several years due to the war, the Edison Pageant of Light is looking
forward to a gala celebration of its Centennial anniversary.
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HOME SUPPLY STORE

“"QUALITY FOODS"
The Finest in Canned Foods Imported or Domestic

MONARCH — PREMIER — AU GOURMET
WESTERN MEAT

FRESH DRESSED POULTRY

The Freshest in Fruits and Vegetables Under Refrigeration at all Times

Complete Line Birdseye Frozen Foods

PHONE 913

FREE DELIVERY SERVICE
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HEer MAjESTY THE QUEEN

QY

Queen Frances Harris took over the throne with King Archie Odom at the
Coronation Ball on February 8, 1946. Queen Frances is one of the
youngest queens to have ever ruled the court of Edisonia. She will re-
linquish her crown on February 14, 1947. Before this, she and King
Archie will have their traditional banquet for the court, followed by

the Royal Ball, an invitation to which is a coveted social honor.
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Sidney Davis Men’s Shop

“Things Men W ear”

1024 FIRST STREET

M. FLOSSIE HILL COMPANY

The Ladies’ Trading Place
1016 First Street, Fort Myers

Newest Fashions for Daytime and Evening Wear

Ladies’ and Children’s Play and Beach Togs for
" Sun, Sand and Surf

Colorful Spring Fabrics

Visit the Kiddie Shop
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Mrs. Thomas A. Edison crowning Queen Frances Harris while the Court looks on.
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Queen Frances Harris and Her Attendants: Princesses Esther Ann Reynolds, Betty Fox,
Marjory Franklin, Marjorie Ann Whitehurst.

Complete Banking Service

VISIT [ J
* SANIBEL and
CAPTIVA ISLANDS WILLIAM GUESS
THE LEE COUNTY BANK World’s Finest Sea Shell Beaches Insurance Counselor
“The Bank of Friendly Service” - Enjoy a Boat Trip on
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA ' >an Carlos Bay 837 First Street
HOURLY FERRY SERVICE Telephone 656
MEMBERS FEDERAL DEPOSIT |
STEAMER LINE
1118 First Street Phone 489 o
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CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

* * *

Last year’s Royal Banquet

Thomas Alva Edison, citizen of Ft. Myers, was born in
1847. As a young genius, just 32 years later, he invented the
incandescent lamp. Today lighting by electricity stands high
among those factors contributing most to world progress. And
the companies generating and supplying the electricity are

doing their share by making electricity cheap and plentiful.

m-zomxs AI,VA EPI%ON =

Our Compliments

to those who have made this

PAGEANT OF LIGHT

a great success

GREENBRIER BULB COMPANY

Gladiolus Bulb and Flower Growers

FORT MYERS

FLORIDA
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FOR THE FINEST, MOST COMPLETE SERVICING
IN SOUTHWEST FLORIDA . . .

Centennial Baby King Park Pigott, Jr., and Baby Queen Dixie Dance

VISIT THE NEW HOME OF

WIGGINS & KINGSTON WHILE IN FORT MYERS
MOTORS CLEAN WITH

YOUR DESOTO-PLYMOUTH DEALER | PRATHER,S

Complete Laundry and Cleaning Service to Fort

Located at corner of Lee and Second Streets Myers Home Folks and Winter Visitors Since 1926

PHONE 313
Phones 19 or 666 or 667

1} se Fio i
age Eighteen Page Ninetecn



) Ernestine Beauty Shop

COMPLIMENTS

1944 Lee Street
OF
Phone 129
LEE COUNTY
METAL & ROOFING CO. “Specializing in Cold W aving”
1301 Cleveland Ave.
EERNTD
PHONE 567
Casae®) FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
Bundle from Heaven
NOBLES FURNITURE €D Gy
447 East First Street
FOSTER and SON WELCOME VISITORS

“"Nobles carries a complete line of
furniture for the home or office.”

ELECTRICIANS

“May Your Stay in the City of Palms Be a Pleasant One”
Remember the Store Where

!
You Are Always Welcome! 503 East First Street

YOUR CREDIT IS GOOD Arcade Clgar Store
Phone 1058
Phone 688
*4 Good Place to Trade” Qgi(¥a9 1030 First Street Fort Myers, Florida
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- 61 YEARS
SEAR) I
FOR AMERICA ‘

: |

ROEBUCK AND CO.

EVERYTHING FOR THE H
AS WELL AS THE INDIVID

Home of such famous
Brand names as

"“"MASTER MIXED" — PAINTS
"CRAFTSMAN" — HARDWARE
“ALLSTATE"” — AUTO ACCESSORIES
"MAID OF HONOR" — HOUSEWARES
"“"HARMONY HOUSE"” — FURNITURE
“J. C. HIGGINS"” — SPORTING GOODS
“"HOMART" — AUTOMATIC WATER HEATERS
""KENMORE""—WASHERS AND [RONERS
"“FAIRLOOM’ — FLOOR COVERINGS
‘ “BOYVILLE"” — BOYS’ WEAR
"PILGRIM" — MEN'S ACCESSORIES
"WORKMASTER" .— WORK CLOTHES
""GOLD BOND'* — SHOES FOR MEN
"KERRYBROOKE'* — SHOES FOR WOMEN
“HONEYSUCKLE" — INFANTS WEAR

“Satisfacdion guaranteed ‘[AR‘ ‘Use Seavs Eers
0t gose money Sack” Foeymerd Plaw
1000 FIRST STREET FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Gopher Float Winners. They carry their own floats at the rate of a mile a day. An outstanding feat.
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H. GLUCKMAN—Jeweler
1012 FIRST ST.
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Page Twenty-four

Last year’s Pageant
Tournament Exhibitionists:
GARDNER MALLOY
AND

“PancHIO” SEGUERA

FOXWORTHY
FURNITURE CO.
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LAWRENCE A. POWELL, INC.

Funeral Home

Ambulance Service

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Realtors

SALES — RENTALS — INSURANCE

“Everything in Real Estate”
Phone 278 847 First Street
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Last year’s golf professional exhibitionists

Page Twenty-six

COMPLIMENTS OF

SATCHELL'S
LAUNDRY and DRY CLEANING

Harry Satchell, Prop.
Phone 143 Cleveland Ave.

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
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JACK and WILMA BROWN'S
STUDIO

2215 Broadway
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

*

KODAK FINISHING SAME DAY SERVICE
PORTRAITS

Copies and Commercial

Florida’s First Fast Foto Finishing Service

SOUTHEASTERN]

National Gas Corporation

Miami Stuart

Tampa West Palm Beach
Fort Myers

*

COOKING—WATER HEATING—REFRIGERATION
BOTTLED GAS SERVICE

Florida’s Oldest and Largest Bottled Gas Distributors

Page Twenty-cight

Then came the fireworks

Edison Discovered Fort Myers

(Continued from Page 7)

Mr. Edison would sit down, sharpen a stub
pencil with a pocket pointer and then give pat
answers to all the questions in less time than it
took to type them. Everything Edison said was
news. He didn’t waste words. Among those who
usually celebrated his birthday with the inventor
in Fort Myers were Henry Ford, Harvey Firestone,
Herbert Hoover, Dan Beard and some of the “Edi-
son Pioneers.” It was out of these birthday cele-
brations that the Edison pageant of light during
the week of Feb. 11 was born.

The last six years of his life, Mr. Edison con-
centrated on the discovery and production of an
“emergency supply of rubber.” He found what
he wanted after making more than 100,000 ex-
periments. He found a way to produce rubber
from Solidago levanworthii—common goldenrod.
It will grow in every state of the union, can be
sown broadcast and reaped with ordinary ma-
chinery. All results of this last work were given

to the government as Edison’s final gift to his
country. It was a gift from an unselfish man and
a man who really merited the title of “benefactor
of mankind.”

NotE: From the first Pageant of Light in 1938,
Ronald Halgrim was indis pensable to Pageant com-
mittees. As a personal friend of the great inventor,
visiting newspapermen found bim of the greatest
assistance in getting interviews. He was an anthor-
ity on the bistory of the region and be knew
Pageant tradition as an author knows bis own
works. The death of Mr. Halgrim in Aungust,
1945, was a bitter blow, not only to bis many
friends throughout Florida, but particularly to bis
associates on this year’s pageant committee. He
leaves a gap that cannot be filled. Tbhis article,
prepared by Mr. Halgrim for the 1941 Pageant
program is a fitting part of this year’s publication.
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All Types of
LEGAL RESERVE
LIFE INSURANCE

GULF LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY

“A Southern Institution”

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA

M. E. JONES
G. E. ""Cracker’” CRAWFORD

P. O. Box 568, Fort Myers, Florida

Sanders Brothers Service

“Snappy Service”

Recapping and Vulcanizing

Kelly Tires and Tubes

1221 Cleveland Avenue

Telephone 124

Last year’s Gladiolus Queen, Mrs. George Hauk, nee Nancy Powell
The Centennial Gladiolus Queen, Jeanne Elizabeth Powell.

“First to put in Modern Plant

in Fort Myers”

FORT MYERS
AWNING COMPANY

AWNINGS,
CANOPIES,
BOAT AWNINGS
and COVERS

LAWN UMBRELLAS

Phone 1015

1308 Cleveland Ave.
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Bob Wallace Motors, Inc.

DODGE PLYMOUTH
SALES — PARTS — SERVICE
*
® AUTO PAINTING ® MOTOR REPAIRS ® BODY BUILDING

@ BRAKES AND FRONT END ALIGNMENT

oFFIciAL ANA SERVICE

WRECKER SERVICE

1146 Phone 1147 Open Day and Nite
Res. Phones 1156J and 211 1123-25 MAIN STREET

Page Thirty

Page T hirty-one




EERANSD

COMPLIMENTS OF

HUDSON PACKARD

Sales and Service

ELVEY MOTORS, INC. |

1026 Bay Street

Gladiolus Queen Jeanne Elizabeth Powel!
receiving the trophy from

Mayor Dave Shapard

Phone 798

A0

* *

NleCll J CWCI ]_‘y Sto re Edison Pageant of Light Queen

FranNces Harris
“The Finest in Gifts”

and Gladiolus Queen

JEANNE EL1zABETH POowELL

Corner Main and Broadway Phone 569

* *

Page T hirty-two Page Thirty-three



We take pleasure on this, the 100th Anni-
versary of his birthday, of honoring the
memory of one who though living at the
time in the dark, had the vision to see
LIGHT,; where others saw only darkness.

A Skyview of the Fort Myers Yacht Basin where the boat regatta is held.

FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS

and LOAN ASSOCIATION

of FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
Because of his great vision, ability, and
determination truly he has LIGHTED the Home Ownership

way for those who follow.

We have helped a great many families to achieve this goal
with our practical monthly payment Mortgage Loan Plan.

INTER co U N Ty We can help you, too, to finance the purchase or building

of a home or in refinancing your present mortgage. Your

TELEPHONE & TELEGRAPH CO. investment in shares of our Association provides safety,

earnings and availability and is guaranteed up to $5,000.00.
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J. W. GOODE CO.

MASSEY-HARRIS TRACTORS

the Modern Farm Equipment

*

1015 Cleveland Avenue Telephone 1059

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

| DUKES
Custard Shop

2210 Hendry Street

FREEZER-FRESH FROZEN CUSTARD
MADE DAILY

ALL FLAVORS

PINTS 30¢ — QUARTS 60¢ — GALLONS $2.00

Page Thirty-six

TODAYS
WINNER

Fishing Contest Winners

—— Mﬂﬂ""’"" o

Fort Myers High School Band. They do outstanding service at all times.
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“There is only one
Fort Myers . .. and
90 million people
are going to find

it outl.”

Thomads A. Edidon

Fort Myers News-Press

For 62 years a Lee County family institution

Page Thirty-eight

Harry S. TRUMAN
President of the United States
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G

MirLarp F. CALDWELL
Governor of the State of Florida

WELCOME GUESTS
and

SUCCESS TO EDISON PAGEANT OF LIGHT

E.P. GREENE FLOYD ELLIS Governor Millard F. Caldwell and his
; ‘ . cabinet. Left to right: NaTHAN Mavo,
Supt. of Public Instruction Sheriff Commissioner of Agriculture; J. M. LEE,
Com ptroller; R. A. Gray, Secretary of
State; GOVERNOR CALDWELL; ToM WAT-
D. T. FARABEE HIRAM W. BRYANT soN, Attorney General; J. EDWIN LaAr-
. i soN, Treasurer; CoLin ENGLISH, Super-
Clerk of Circuit Court Coum‘y Judge intendent of Public Instruction.
JOHN M. BORING JAMES B. ROBERTS ; fﬂ
Tax Assessor Tax Collector ' ey

-

JOHN K. WOOLSLAIR  GEO. W. WHITEHURST | ﬂ‘\
County Prosecuting Attorney Judge Circuit Court i V \
WILLA SMITH

Supervisor of Registration

(el
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Our Leading

Citizens
HX
WELCOME
TO OUR WINTER VISITORS MAyor DAvVID SHAPARD

City of Fort Myers

WE HOPE THAT YOUR VISIT

WILL BE A PLEASANT ONE

FIRST NATIONAL BANK

@
Q

Harry W. STRINGFELLOW

Chairman Lee County Commission
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Member of Congress State Senator gy SeINEW AR JACE
- " ) £r woy
F7 iy EINSFLAS

o

Mr. and Mrs. Edison untie the ribbons

EERAN® JACK’S TAXI

Frizzell Hardware oD ERN s

and Supply Company DRY CLEANERS

HARDWARE — SPORTING GOODS
ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

2018 Hendry Street

Private Trips Anywhere

Ph 99
one 24 Hour Service
¢ FORT MYERS Courteous, Dependable, Safe Drivers
FLORIDA Jackson and Main Streets
2110 HENDRY STREET FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
Qg0 JACK COOK, Ouwner
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EERNSD *

“It Pays 10 Know”

GREETINGS

KINZIE'S ROSE GARDEN Real Estate Exchange, Inc.

Flowers for All Occasions Registered Real Estate Brokers

THos. H. PHILLIPS, President
52 East Second Street CHARLES S. MooORE, Vice-President

J. Gornon CoLcorp, Sec.-Treas.

Phone 146
12 Theatre Arcade
Q2D x
First Strect is beautiful avenue of palms
EEAND
*

ROYAL CROWN COLA

BEST BY TASTE-TEST

Compliments of

The Boston Store

THE

f TEXACO SERVICE *

or

STATIONS
OF COMPLIMENTS OF
LADIES’ AND MEN’'S WEAR
FORT MYERS ROYAL CROWN BOTTLING CO.
* FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
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BAY DRUGS

Mr. and Mrs. Edison in front of Original Fort Myers Laboratory now in Ford’s Greenfield Village

AIR-CONDITIONED

For an Adventure in Eating, Visit . . .

THE PALMS

ﬂ @ RESTAURANT COCKTAIL BAR
q FORT MYERS’ FINEST

EERNSD

On the Trail Johnny Shay, Mgr.

THE BIG STORE THAT HAS EVERYTHING Florida’s Official Guide says:

“The Palms is One of the Soutl’s Finest Eating Places.”
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Junior Chamber of Commerce

COMPLIMENTS OF

BILL NEWTON

HOT POINT APPLIANCES
CARRIER AIRCONDITIONING
SPORTING GOODS — MUSIC

1122 FIRST STREET

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

STRICTLY PROFESSIONAL

RICHARDS PRESCRIPTIONS Gravpon Jous
and President
CLINICAL LABORATORY
2122 Hendry Street Phone 1002

* *
A COMPLETE DRUG STORE

Royal Palm Pharmacy, Inc.
1039 W. First Street Phone 335

JoE WEBER C. B. FRANKLIN ERNEST MITTS
First Vice-President Sccond Vice-President Third Vice-President
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EDISON PAGEANT

*

It is quite natural to honor Thomas
A. Edison who solved our most difficult
problems in electricity, etc. VAPOR CLEANERS

When problems in Real Estate and “Quality Quick”
Jlrgstt.':qrianr;(cecz)foccur it is also quite natural Pick up and Delivery Service
RAGSDALE and GUTHRIE, Inc.
AN ORGANIZATION OF MEN PHONE 555 )
AND WOMEN OF EXPERIENCE

WHO WILL BE PLEASED VAPOR CLEANERS

TO SERVE YOU.

Ragsdale and Guthrie, Inc. 2315 Dean Street

Opposite the Morgan Hotel

N

REALTORS
o . . GEORGE ALLEN Tommy KurTz
Experience Counts * Trcasurer Seupitars
1132 First Street Phone 83
Compliments of
H L LONG - Hartcraft
BUILDING CONTRACTOR PHOTO SHOP
20 Collier Arcade
EERNTD
() ®
KODAK FINISHING
COMMERCIAL A SPECIALTY =
and ' GEORGE “CRACKER” CRAWFORD CARL ROBERTS
INDUSTRIAL 19 Collier Arcade Advisory Committee Advisory Commitice
BUILDING FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

CONSTRUCTION

Closed Wednesday at 1 p.m.
Phone 1110 Hours: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Daily
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THE FAMILY SHOE STORE X-RAY SHOE STORE
2223 Hendry Street 1009 First Street

We are inviting you personally to see this great event

THE PAGEANT OF LIGHT of 1947
Centennial Celebration

Commemorating the great inventor

THOMAS A. EDISON

And when in Fort Myers be sure to visit our store

THE X-RAY SHOE STORE
There you will find anything your heart desires in the way of
FOOTWEAR for the entire family.

We feature the following Nationally advertised brands:

FOR MEN FOR CHILDREN FOR WOMEN
Massagics Weatherbirds Enna Jetticks
Shefields Play Poise Connies
Aristocrats Jaunties Jaunties
Olympics Acrobats Jacqueline
City Clubs Gay Steps Friendly
,Clastons Natural Poise

Velvet Steps
Paris Fashions

also a large variety of play shoes for you at all times.

X-RAY SHOE STORE
1009 FIRST STREET Phone 320
* *
Visit Our Store When in Fort Myers
FAMILY SHOE STORE

We feature popular priced footwear. Here you save money.
2223 HENDRY STREET

Page Fifty-four

HeNrY Forp Tarks INTo A Famous Ear
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EERNSD
Foxworthy & Co.

MEN’S FURNISHINGS
LADIES’ SHOES

1010 First Street

QAo

*

KINANDER
HOUSE OF MUSIC

Fort Myers’ Exclusive Music Store

THEATRE ARCADE
Box 1866
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

*

HARRY J. WOOD, Inc.

Realtors and Insurors

REAL ESTATE
RENTALS
MANAGEMENT
APPRAISALS
INSURANCE
MORTGAGE LOANS

1112 First Street

Phone 12

610,
Compliments of

PARK T. PIGOTT
and

HOWARD W. LUTZ

SEIBERLING TIRES

1122 FIRST STREET

B

Page Fifty-six

The Community Club

Mrs. Jack ZIPPERER
President

Mrs. GeorGe C. ELvy Mrs. FRANK PRATHER MRrs. SIDNEY Davis

D
Vice-President Secretary Treasurer
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JEROME LUMBER
and SUPPLY CO., INC.

Kiln Dried Virgin Long Leaf Yellow Pine

Tide Water Red Cypress

The beautiful Edison Memorial bridge across the Caloosahatchee River

GENERAL LINE OF BUILDERS SUPPLIES

Phone 9210 P. O. Box 1869

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Page Fifty-eight

HOUGH CHEVROLET
COMPANY

CHEVROLET — CADILLAC

Sales — Service - — Parts

*

1922 Hendry Street Phone 98

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
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Welcome Visitors

May your stay be a pleasant one and
your memories of the Edison Centennial

Celebration bring you back again.

QY

PINELLAS GLADIOLUS INC.

McGregor Boulevard

)
Q

Page Sixty

The Committees
THE Junior Chamber of of Com-

merce and Woman’s Community
Club are made up of the younger bus-
iness men and women and wives of
younger business men. They are re-
sponsible for the Edison Pageant of
Light which is held every year during
the week of Feb. 11-—the great in-
ventor’s birthday. Fort Myers and Lee
County are proud of having been the
winter home and workshop for
Thomas Alva Edison during the last
47 years of his life. Both Mr. and Mrs.
Edison entered into the community
life of Fort Myers and were more like
neighbors than famed visitors. For
this reason, the membership of vari-
ous civic organizations count it a
privilege to each year keep fresh the
memory of Edison’s birthday.

Frank CARSON
General Chairman

To Frank “Son” Carson, General Chairman of the Edison Pageant of
Light, We the Junior Chamber of Commerce, say we are indebted to him
for his devoted efforts in making this, The Centennial Year, the most suc-
cessful. Upon his shoulders has been placed the entire burden of organiz-

ing and running the pageant.

Mrs. RaLpa KiNGgsTON
Chairman, Woman’s Division

To the Women’s Community Club, the
Junior Chamber of Commerce owes their
appreciation for their whole-hearted sup-
port Their members are there at each and
every call.

To our Community we offer our humble
thanks. No effort, no project is too great
when the cooperation of the town is behind
it. The Junior Chamber of Commerce says

T hanks, Fort Myers.”
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SiIpNEY Davis
Master of Ceremonies, Edison Bull

Joun D. Copy
Aviation

Mrs. C. J. ZIMMERMAN
Ticket Sales

Park PicGoTT
Candid Canmera and Movie Camera Traffic

E. P. GREENE
School Participation

“Douc’” BARTLESON

R

Compliments of
SINCLAIR DEALERS

A. A. HAMEL, Agent

@9

Compliments of

BOB NORMAN

Y

BLOSSOM

AMUSEMENT
COMPANY

Page Sixty-two

b))

W. H. DOwWLING
Fishing Contest

Bos WALLACE
Radio

Dick OGDEN
Lighting Effects

CHARLES KIRKONNELL

Newsreel

il 2o

ViIrRGIL HARRIS
Window Decorating

WaLTER Mooby
Coronation Ball

CANNON'’S TAXI

PHONE 1100

Prompt and Efficient Service

FORT MYERS FLORIDA

Harry “Insurance’” Mendenhall
REAL ESTATE INSURANCE

We Specialize in hard to
find homes and rentals.
Tell us your real estate
needs or desires. We
will find a seller or buyer
as the case may be.

We serve our area in the entire

insurance field.

LIFE
FIRE
CASUALTY
AUTOMOBILE

“Correspondence Invited”

833 First Street Phone 344
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Compliments to the
{

Fort Myers Junior Chémber of Commerce

On Their Centennia]' Celebration OFf The
EDISON PAGEANT OF  LIGHT

PALMA SOLA ELOWER FARMS

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
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JiM Hioo REv. W. E. DANCE Mgzs. FRANK CaRSON STUART RABB Lora ROBERTs GENE OpoMm
Pageant Show Chureh Correspondence Publicity Table Resertations Ushers

Jmvm Povia Bos FaLk Jack Crappock GIiLMER M. HEITMAN, JR. E. D. Grirrin
Glud Growers Participation Decorating Public Address System Guests

Hers THOMAS
Housing Sceminole Indians

FORT MYERS’ MOST POPULAR HOTEL

Norman Auto Supply Co.

INVITES YOU

- Ideally located in the heart of the city, convenient to shops,
“AUTO SUPPLY & ACCESSORIES" theaters, churches, recreation center, golf, fishing.
)
STEAM HEAT ELEVATOR SERVICE
- BRADFORD HOTEL
1401 Main Street Phone 135-136-137
Davip SuaPrarD, Owner L. T. CrurcHFIELD, Manager
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SeT. DAN HHARLACHER
Choral Concert

BiLL RooT CHARLIE CHANDLER
Souvenirs Pageant Booklet

Coronation Ball

MRs. Joe WEBBER
Baby Parade Advertising

Tiny CRUTCHFIELD

JupGe Hoarp

Cleaning * Mothproofing

Repairing Storing

ROYAL PALM RUG SHOP
525 East Fi;st Street

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Phone 1015-W
Ft. Myers, Fla.

Steve Taminosian
Jack Antablian

Nalle Mercantile Company

Established:
Virginia, 1812 — Florida, 1912
FENCING TANKS

IDEAL FERTILIZER

“The rich man can make no better make.”

“The poor man can make no better buy.”

Thirty-fifth year of
continuous business

East First Street Phone 587

Page Sixty-eight

(1]

Bos ENGLAND

Max McKeownN

HARRY SATCHELL

Street Dance Tennis and Shuflcboard Golf

Jim Brrrick

Mrs. D. O. DURRANCE

Fireworks Concert and Music

HucH SENNITF
Gopbher Sweepstakes

Compliments of

FUTRAL'S FEED STORE

Phone 971

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

QY

The Best of Feeds for all Purposes

667 E. First St.

Compliments of

FORT MYERS
SHIPBUILDING CO.

Everything in Marine Hardware

QRS

109 Frierson St. Phone 509

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
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HaroLD ALEXANDER FRANK ALDERMAN ToM SMmooT
Grand Parade Marshall Boat Races Edison Memovial Sevivice

Bell Bakery Agency

PARK PASTRY SHOP AND DELICATESSEN

2126 Hendry St. Phone 829

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Harold Alexander

Marshall Anderson

MARSHALL ANDERSON Frank Lobwick Georce Gorr
Ount-of-Town Floats Bands Shrine Participation
Let

HUNTER’S DRUG STORE

fill your prescriptions
Prescriptions Filled by Graduate Pharmacists

Your prescriptions are filled just as ordered by your doctor

Hunter’'s Drug Store

First and Hendry Streets

Fort Myers Insurance Agency, Inc.

Consult Your Agent or Broker

As You Would Your Doctor or Lawyer

R

PHONE 376

1200 First Street Fort Myers, Florida

Page Seventy
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EVERY PASSENGER INSURED

YELLOW CAB COMPANY

PHONE 644

*

Sedans for
Special Trips and Charter

FORT MYERS
FLORIDA

o

WESTERN AUTO
ASSOCIATE STORE

Cecil L. Bennett, Owner

Main and Hendry Streets
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Q9

The members of the Court pay their respects. Taken from last year’s ceremonies.

MERCURY
DELIVERY SERVICE

PROMPT

CITY and BEACH
DELIVERIES

Telephone 1044
No. 8 Travers’ Arcade
FORT MYERS
FLORIDA

IF IT'S DONE AT
HARRIS’ BARBER SHOP

IT’'S DONE RIGHT!

2217 V2 Hendry Street

Compliments of

J. G. HOLST

41 Patio Deleon
Phone 754

ABSTRACTS OF TITLE
TITLE INSURANCE

Representing
Lawyers Title Insurance

Corporation

TILLIS FURNITURE CO.

Compliments of

Phone 582

1116 MAIN STREET
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

EEAND

Wide Selection of all Home

Furnishings

Page Seventy-fwo
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JAMES B. KELLEY

Registered Real Estate Broker

RY

FORT MYERS REALTY
CORP.

1200 FIRST STREET
Phone 376

Compliments of

McConnell and deBordenave

CHRYSLER PLYMOUTH

Sales and Service

RY

PHONE 187
First and Citrus Streets

FORT MYERS
FLORIDA

Paul Weatherly
Electric Co.

2205 Broadway Phone 1125
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Q

©

KELVINATOR
REFRIGERATORS—RANGES
R. C. A. & PHILCO RADIOS

GENERAL SHOE REPAIRING

Best Workmanship, Service
and Material

SHOE HOSPITAL
2203 BROADWAY

Shoe Strings in all Sizes and Colors
A Complete Line of Shoe Polish

Expert Dye Jobs

JIMMIE BURSON, Prop.

Page Seventy-four

One of last year’s winning floats.

el 2R

Eli Witt Cigar Co.

WHOLESALE
TOBACCO — CANDY — CIGARS

GBS

1944 Jackson Street
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Phone 103
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A sunny view in the land of summertime

oD CONGRATULATIONS

The Most Exclusive Hotel of Southwest JAYCEES

Florida, situated in a Beautiful Setting
on the Banks of the Historic Caloosa- Shoe Repairing on
hatchee River. Swi i P

iver. Swimming Pool and EDISON CENTENNIAL

Cocktail Lounge in Connection.
COURTHOUSE SHOE SHOP MADAM QUEEN'S

HOTEL ROYAL PALM | BEAUTY SHOP

PAUL D. BURSON
DON FISHER, Mgr. Mrs. Jo Crosby

1218 Main Street St. Charles Bldg., Lee Street

Phone 530 Phone 27

QY FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Page Seventy-six
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Guaranteed Vacuum Cleaner
Service

Carrying a full line of miscellaneous
parts for most cleaners

Dealer for:
REX AIRE and HAMILTON BEACH

Gibson Yacuum Cleaner Service
23 Patio de Leon Phone 399

STARKEY’S ELECTRIC

Authorized Dealer for

FRIGIDAIRE

Domestic and Commercial

Products

1103 MAIN STREET

Phone 1148

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

) SRR P
by

Looking across the river at Fort Myers

OO

RAY BURNS

MEATS
POULTRY
PRODUCE

1216 Main Street

@Y

TOUCHTON DRUG COMPANY
Incorporated

Successors to Marine’s Pharmacy

First at Hendry Street
OB
DRUGS

LUNCHEONETTES
PRESCRIPTIONS

QY

PHONE 270

34 Years in Fort Myers Real Estate

Wm. H. Reynolds Company

Registered Real Estate Broker

QY

Phone 144
1204 Main Street

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

For Wholesome, Delicious Foods

Fast Service

The
BLUE LANTERN

SEA FOODS
CHOPS
STEAKS
BANQUETS PARTIES

1131 First Street

Page Scventy-cight
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PATIO PAUSE WAY Compliments of

25 Patio delL
atio deL.eon DARWIN N. WHITE

The place to pause for refreshments Insurance and Real Estate

Serving you
FORT MYERS FROSTED MALTS
HOME MADE ICE CREAM

Everything Insurable, Insured

FRESH TROPICAL FRUITS QG
VEGETABLE JUICES
Prepared While You Wait! 35 Patio deLeon P. Q. Box 1809
Enjoy your winter and watch the Telephone 678
Malts go by. FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
Fort Myers Beach winning float
Compliments of Compliments of "“J" and "M’ SERVICE STATION
McDONALD'S
. THE H. A. McCABE Corner Main and Monroe Streets
LADIES’ READY TO WEAR McCRORY'S
5—10—25 CENT Everything in Real Estate and SHELL GAS AND OIL
Shoes for the Entire Family STORE Business Opportunities
' Fuel and Ignition Service
@RS @SS
GRS e .
1113 First Street Phone 11
FORT MYERS Mechanic Always on Duty
1204 First Street
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
FLORIDA FORT MYERS, FLORIDA FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
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GRS

CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE
JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AND
EDISON PAGEANT OF LIGHT COMMITTEE

Bicycle parade, where every kid takes a ride

G
A LA

Fort Myers Glad Farm

“YOU'LL BE GLAD WITH OUR GLADS”
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Drawer 832 Phone 672M

We have our weddings surrounded by stately royal palms. The wedding ring float.
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WELCOME

TO THE EDISON PAGEANT AND
SOUTHWEST FLORIDA, THE LAND

OF SUNSHINE AND FLOWERS!

Fort Myers is indebted to the Firemens Club for their most generous gift, the iron lung

Honoring
THOMAS A. EDISON
He believed in Lee County—So do we!

G

He bought Real Estate in Lee County—So do we!
He lived in Fort Myers—So do we!

WHY DON'T YQOU?
Finest Climate and Safest Beach in all Florida

“IF IT’S REAL ESTATE, WE HAVE IT”

Z1IPPERER FARMS o

Sale Lease
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA Rent Management
See
DOUGLASS-CHAMBERS, Inc.
2211 Broadway Realtors Phone 782
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PHONE 777

SUMNER’S
TAXI

Neat, Dependable Drivers

*

1010 Main Street
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

GEORGE V. LUNDQUIST

BUILDER DESIGNER

GRAL)

PHONE 932
Réom 19

LEON BUILDING

A heart’s desire—a winning baby float

You're Welcome at

_PARKVIEW
SERVICE STATION

1318 Main Street
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
Phone 1115

e

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Phillips

“Your Texaco Dealer”

Main Street
Liquor Store & Bar

COMPLETE LINE OF
DOMESTIC & IMPORTED
WINES & LIQUORS

PHONE 31
1112 Main Street
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Page Eighty-six

EVERGLADES
FLOWER SHOP

2317 DEAN STREET
Phone 206

“Flowers for all occasions”

OB

MARGARET MICKLE
MARY McLEAN

Gus Charles
KELLY and HOLLIS

*

RADIO

Service and Sales

*

PHONE 297

2319 Dean Street
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
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AMBASSADOR

THURMOND-BOBBITT MOTORS

2034 Heitman Street

A. H. Thurmond

Murray Bobbitt

CREELS STANDARD OIL

SERVICE STATION

*

A Welcome and Come Again with the Finest in Service

*

Corner of

Carson Street and McGregor Boulevard

Franklin Hardware Company

First Street at Broadway
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

*

“Dependable for 33 Years”

*

Page Eighty-eight
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ROBB and STUCKY COMPANY

Incorporated

*
FURNITURE — RUGS — DRAPERIES

Interior Decorators

*

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

IRVING HARRIS

FORT MYERS PACKAGE STORE

*
FINE LIQUORS — WINES — BEERS

*

2135 Jackson Street
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

e el P - - N L e e ! e = 1

[ e ——

Floats of all nations take part in the Edison Pageant of Light

Page Ninety

THE BROADWAY BAR AND PACKAGE STORE
2220-24 Broadway

*
“IWelcomes You AIl”
*

Still Serving that Famous D’Alessandro Sandwich
At the Bar and Lounge

Page Ninety-one



PARKER’S BOOK STORE

Complete Office Qutfitters

*

STATIONERY
BOOKS KODAKS

*

2233 Hendry Street

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

“IWWelcome Visitors”

HOTEL
BARBER SHOP

*
1043 First Street

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Some of Fort Myers’ beautiful girls that anticipate taking part in the Edison Pageant of Light

O‘MAHONY REALTY
REALTORS INSURORS

D. K. O'Mahony
C. S. O'Mahony

Associates: Edna F. Grady
Dianne Kelley
Gene Bartholomew

“We Make Friends and Keep Them”

846 First Street

PHONE 343

PHONE 444

2306 LEE STREET

CARLTON’S TAXI

*

COURTEQUS
DEPENDABLE
DRIVERS

THE

Florida State Theatres

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

* *
ARCADE EDISON
Open Daily 12:45 Open Daily 1:15
Matinee - - - 10¢ Sat. and Sun. 12:45
Night - - - . ¢ tig Mat. and Night - - 35¢

Children 9¢ at all times

Above Prices Include Federal Tax

Page Ninety-two
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Always!
THE BEST IN PHOTOGRAPHY

PORTRAIT

COMMERCIAL

INDUSTRIAL

GROUPS . . .. .
VIEWS His Honor, Mayor Dave Shapard
NEWS with
ARCHITECTURAL Edisonia Queen Frances Harris
INTERIORS o

: Gladiolus Queen Jeanne Elizabeth Powell

DEVELOPING — PRINTING — ENLARGING
FILMS — CAMERAS — SUPPLIES

Bryan, Keefe Mack’s Market
. Royal Palm StudiOS and Adams Phone 341 1918 Hendry St.

“Service with a Smile”

“Your Photographic Center in Fort Myers” WHOLESALE GROCERS
2216-18 Hend
endry '. FOUR FAMOUS LINES FOR QUALITY
Phone 431 RICHLIEU, MONARCH,
i PREMIER and BEECHNUT

144 W. Anderson Avenue

The Best of Western and

Authorized Dealers for ®
Native Meats

Eastman, Ansco, Bell and Howell, Argus, Castle Films.

All leading brands of photographic equipment and supplies.
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA We Deliver
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Compliments of

CENTRAL HOTEL
RAYMOND'S TAXI

Corner of

PHONE 606 MAIN AND JACKSON STREETS

*

PROMPT SERVICE
DEPENDABLE SERVICE

REASONABLE RATES

ANYWHERE — ANY TIME >
*
1212 Main Street Phone 386
A beautiful float rolling down the most beautiful avenue of royal palms in the world
Everglades Nursery, Inc. THE SMART SHOP *
* Everything in
LADIES’ READY TO WEAR “RAINBOW CR': S”
and .Z S. ) B
LARGEST GROWERS OF MILLINERY
PALMS |
* GLADIOLI
* Phone 734
_ *
Landscape Service FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
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Fort Myers Motors, Inc.
577 East First Street

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

The 40 and 8 locomotive that toured the United States this past summer

NEW ROYAL COACH TRAILERS
USED CARS BOUGHT AND SOLD Hoping that Your Visit will be a
REPAIR WORK FINANCED Pleasant One
OLDSMOBILE
B.R.’s GRILL SALES and SERVICE

1038 Bay Street
1111 First Street

FORT MYERS WENDEL HOUGH, Prop.
FLORIDA FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
Phone 1051 R PHONE 6
o
B. R. DAVIS, Prop. e
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*

COMPLIMENTS

OF THE

LEE COUNTY
MEDICAL SOCIETY

WELCOME VISITORS

Washburn’s Pharmacy

Hendry and Main Streets Phone 212

*

Battle Creek Health Foods
Tussy Cosmetics
Martha Washington Candy
Nunnally’s Candy

Prescriptions

COMPLIMENTS OF

LEE COUNTY and EVERGLADES
SOFT WATER SERVICE

“Soft W ater is not a Luxury
it is a convenience necessary to

every home”

Phone 787

John S. Crump M. F. (Honey) Bartleson

Page-One Hundred
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Mrs. Edison rides in our parade

Fort Myers Gift Shop

1311 First Street Phone 1024

WHOLESALE SEA SHELLS RETAIL

Express Shipments—Fancy Citrus Fruits, Gladioli

GIFTS NOVELTIES

She may
become Queen:

Marjory Franklin

Page One Hundred Two

FOXWORTHY
INSURANCE AGENCY
INC.

Mae P. Mathews E. D. Griffin

Box 326 Phone 302
2212 BROADWAY

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Flower Farms Flower Farms
at at
HarTFORD, MICH. CrossviLLE, TENN.

DEPENDABLE YEAR-AROUND
FARM-TO-SHOP
FLORIST'S SERVICE

One thousand acres devoted to floral

culture and bulb production

J. C. VAN LIEROP
FANCY GLADIOLUS BLOOMS
Shipping from Hartford, Mich.

Flower Farms Flower Farms
at at
FoLEY, ALA. Fr. MYERs, FrA.
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FORT MYERS
FURNITURE COMPANY

Roberts Brothers, Owners

NORGE REFRIGERATORS
EASY WASHER

Where Your Dollar Has More Cents

COMPLETE
HOME FURNISHINGS

*

2212 Hendry St. Phone 30
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

WEATHERLY
ELECTRIC CO.

W estinghouse Commercial and

Domestiz Distributors
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Commercial & Domestic

Refrigeration Service

Radio Service

2225 Hendry St. Phone 676
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Arthur Lee Weatherly, Prop.

w

Compliments of

The
BRADFORD COFFEE SHOP

“GARRY GARRISON"

*

During the
PAGEANT OF LIGHT
Celebrate the Centennial at

THE RENDEZVOUS

LIQUORS
WINES
BEERS

First and Jackson Streets

She may
become Queen:
Esther Ann Reynolds

Page One Hundred Four

LEE THEATRE

HOME OWNED

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Compliments of Your Friendly

LEE THEATRE

HOME OPERATED
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G.M.C BUICK & PONTIAC

Compliments of

Dixie Motor Co.

Phone 79 Fort Myers, Florida

Second & Heitman
*

Complete Repairs and Service on All Makes of Cars

She may
become Queen:

Betty Fox

FORT MYERS FINEST FOOD STORE
1101 Anderson Charles S. Lamb, Mgr.

B&BCASH GROCERY AND MARKET

PHONE 639

2215 Jackson Street

*

FRED FRANCIS, Manager

Page One Hundred Six
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It’s

right on
the
beam”

There's friendliness in the
simple phrase, “Have a

Coke”. It turns strangers into friends . .. Coca-Cola
stands for the pause that refreshes — has become the

high-sign of kindly-minded people around the world.

FORT MYERS

Cola

BOTTLING COMPANY
Fort Myers, Florida Telephone 197

This Princess married,
Mrs. Bruce Gravette,
nee
Marjorie Ann
Whitehurst

Hord’s Seafood Market

1107 Anderson Avenue

WHOLESALE RETAIL

MODERN and SANITARY

Phone 790

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

BEAR ALIGNMENT SERVICE

AUTOMOBILE PAINTING
UPHOLSTERING
SEAT COVERS
FENDERS
BODY REPAIRING
TOPS

ED ANDERSON
1459 Anderson Ave.

24 HOUR SERVICE

Page One Hundred Eight
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A winning out-of-town float

THE HOME OF
GRADING CONVEYOR (@ %)

SPOONER and
ENGELHARDT, Inc.

A. & W. BULB CO. * POLLER’S

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA | FUNERAL DIRECTORS LADIES’ WEAR

PHONE LD 4722 *

1026 FIRST STREET
Sge™ Fifteen Twenty-One
McGregor Boulevard

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA Clas6)

y . . k44
“Florida’s Largest Growers and Shippers of Cut Gladiolus

Page One Hundred Eleven
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D. W. IRELAND

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS

Bay & Dean Streets

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

m

R VO AN A o

Veterans of Foreign Wars Flag Bearers

GREEN'S FUEL

THE MODERN GAS SERVICE

for

COOKING HEATING REFRIGERATION

Mbody Brothers

Green’s Fuel Company and Plumbing Service
925 Cleveland Avenue Fort Myers, Florida

Page One Hundied Twelve
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Fort Myers’ Newest and Finest

DEPARTMENT STORE

!*._"'\‘q &_-,.
\.{_‘." W

1

2]

Over 250 Stores Serving the South with Reliable Merchandise
L

“The Best for Less”

1100 First Street

A winning out-of-town float

7 FLOORS
DR. PEPPER and 7 UP BOTTLING CO. Delightfully

You will enjoy
Cool Bedrooms

an evening
Each with

at our
Private Bath
° FIRE PROOF AIR COOLED
AUTOMATIC COCKTAIL BAR
: SPg%IZI;fR AND LOUNGE
|
1947 Lee St.

Fort Myers, Florida

Franklin Arms Hotel

GILMER M. HEITMAN, Owner and Manager

PHONE 636

Opposite Post Office FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Page One Hundred Fourteen
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Compliments of

GLADES
MOTOR
LINES

FORT MYERS

SERVICE DELUXE

from

Fort Myers East to West Palm
Beach and Miami through the
Glades and Sugarland at
Clewiston

Cgre?

[ 1P
"D By peps.coun BOTILNG
UNDER appoINTMENT FET
PEPSI.COLA COMPANY. ™

paNY

= ' e P

A beautiful baby parade float

HATS AND BAGS

1019 First Street

SCOTTSY FEARS

Page One Hundred Sixtecn

Compliments of

THE STANDARD
OIL COMPANY

el

R. E. RICH
Agent
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FORT MYERS
BUILDERS SERVICE, INC.

LUMBER
MILLWORK
BUILDING MATERIALS

Last year’s Gladiolus Queen
Mrs. George Hauk, nee Nancy Powell
and
His Honor, Mayor Dave Shapard

Congratulations to THINK

The Pageant of Light of 1947 As a citizen of Southwest Florida,
“THE BUILDERS SUPPLY" We are proud to be furnishing you should THINK of the SERV-
ICE and PLEASURE Radio Sta-
tion WINK brings to this section
territory with 365 days a year. BE a booster for

WINK, the one public servant in
l BUS TRANSPORTATION this area which costs you

Fort Myers and the surrounding

Phone 86 P. O. Box 229 | NOTHING.
e
WINK
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA The Transit Operating Co. 1240 KC
of

Columbia Broadcasting
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA System Shows

Page One Hundred Ninet
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Compliments of

GERACI PACKAGE STORE

We have Standard Brands:

WHISKEY
GIN
WINE
RUM
CORDIALS
BEER

1025 Main St. Phone 939

DANIELS BROTHERS

Boat Building and Repairs
Marine Supplies  Marine Ways

o
Agents for Chrysler Motors

PHONE 69

53 EAST FIRST STREET

The Choral Concert—one of the South’s finest entertainments

Compliments of
Thomas & Cline Service, Inc.
Corner of Anderson and Monroe

®

We Specialize in Generators,
Starters, Carburetors, Ignition

Service

“Where Service is a Fact and

Not a Promise”

PHONE 452

GOODYEAR SERVICE

®
More People Ride on
GOODYEAR TIRES

than on any other kind.

1130 Main Street

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

MORGAN HOTEL

“FORT MYERS’ FINEST”

CEANYS

Conveniently located in the heart of the city at
the corner of Dean and First Streets
Completely renovated in 1946

STEAM HEAT ELEVATOR SERVICE

Page One Hundred Twenty
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A. H. DrRaUGHON, JR.

FORT MYERS, FLA.

CAROLINE

EEANYD

GLADIOLUS
FLOWERS — BULBS

FLOWER FARM

T. A. DRAUGHON

HENDERSONVILLE, N. C.

Page One Hundred Twenty-two
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PERYON

THE ARISTOCRACY OF FLORIDA

Greetings to all Visitors attending Fort Myers’ Famous

EDISON PAGEANT OF LIGHT

We extend a cordial invitation to those visitors allied to
the Floral Industry to make our offices their headquarters.
We have arranged interesting trips to our Gladiolus Pack-
ing House and the world famous growing fields.

NORMAN COX & CO.
FORT MYERS, FLORIDA
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LEE O. DANIEL
SPECIAL AGENT

New York Life Insurance Co.

PHONE 12

No. 4 Bay View Court

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

GONDOLA INN

Conveniently located on the
Caloosahatchee River at

1606 FIRST STREET

The Finest Foods Served in

Pleasant Surroundings

Cocktail Lounge in Connection

Southern Loan Company

“4 Personalized Loan Service

for
Individual and Family Needs”

1333 MAIN STREET

PHONE 664

Compliments of

SERVICE BAR

Sally Pavese Louis King
Pete and George
D’Alessandro

MAIN STREET

Mrs. Thomas Edison and her guests at last year’s Coronation Ball

Page One Hundred Twenty-four

DIAMONDS WATCHES SILVERWARE

~§t-ﬂ\gwt’ﬂg Florldos West Coatt

Goft Jificlry Co.

In Fort Myers — 1115 First Street

TAMPA LAKELAND SARASOTA
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WELD-RITE
Welding Works

WELDING AND MACHINE WORK
OF ALL KINDS

Portable Welding Outfit
BOILER WORK A SPECIALTY

Phone 303 Corner Union & Hendry Sts.

A winning baby parade float

COMPLIMENTS OF

COASTAL GLADS FARMS

POVI4 BROS., Proprietors

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA

Wishing Continued Success to the

"EDISON PAGEANT OF LIGHT"
Evans and Park, Inc.

READY - TO - WEAR

EERD

Phone 364 1025 First Street

Page One Hundred Twenty-six
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You Arvre
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THOMAS ALVA EDISON
FOUNDATION, Ixnc.

Fund Headquarters:
MuURrrAY Hir HoteL
112 Park Avenue, New York 17, N.Y.
Telephone: MURRAY HILL 5-6677
Permanent Headquarters :

61 LAKESIDE AVENUE
West Orange, N.]J.

National Chairman

MR. HARVEY S. FIRESTONE, Jr.
Honorary Chairman
MRr. HENRY Forp

Division Chairmen

MR. JamEes F. LINCOLN
MR. WirLiaMm S. NEwzLL
Mg. PaiLip D. REED

Trustees

Homnorary Chairman
Mgrs. THoOMAS A, EpisoN

Honorary Vice Chairman
MRs. JoHN E. SLOANE

Honorary President
HonN. CHARLES EpisoN

President
MR. CHArLES F. KETTERING

Vice Presidents

Dr. RoBerT C. CLOTHIER
Dr. KArL T. CoMPTON
Mr. Gano DunNN

Mg. Frank M. TarT
MR, THoMAS J. WATSON

Treasurer
Mg, W. WiNANS FrREEMAN

Secretary
Mg. JoHN EbisoN SLoANE

Vice AbMIRAL HaroLlp G. Bowaxn

Dr. Harvey N. Davis
MR. JoseprH L. EcAN

Mg, HARvEY S. FIRESTONE, JR,

MR, WALTER GEIST

MR. WiLLiaM F. GibBs

Dg. HuBerT S. Hows

Dgr. FrANK B, JewrTr

Mg, CornNELIUS P. KELLEY
Mgr. Horace P. LIVERSIDGT
MR. LENOX RILEY LOHR
Dr. ROBERT A. MILLIKAN
MR. WiLLiaM S. NEWELL
MRs. MARiON Ep1soN OSER
Miss MARY PICKFORD

MR, GwiLyM A. PRICE

MR. DAvID SARNOFF

MR. SPYROS SKOURAS

MR. JoHN E. SLOANE

MR, THoMAS EDISON SLOANE
MR. JOHN W. STUDEBAKER
MR. ARTHUR WALSH

MR. CHARLES E, WILSON

HEIRS of EDISON

ONE day when Henry Ford,
Harvey S. Firestone, and Thomas A.
Edison, three staunch companions for
many years, were visiting Luther Burbank,
the latter asked them to register in his
guest book. Its final column was entitled
“Interest in . . .”. Here Mr. Edison wrote,
“Everything.”

That simple act, done with the quiet
humor that characterized so many of his
activities, typifies Thomas A. Edison. It re-
veals the characteristics that enabled him
to contribute more than any other one man
toward making the last 100 yeats the great-
est period of progress the world has ever
known.

The great electrical industries, rail-
roads, motion pictures and radio, the
building trades, automotive and aeronau-
tical industries, chemical and plastic fac-
tories, metal mining operations . . . all of
these and more base much of their devel-
opment on the brilliant advances made
possible in so large a measure by the
genius of Edison.

Henry Ford, himself a great pioneer in
improving the world’s standard of living

(31}




HEIRS of EDISON

through industrial progress, once said, "It
is the fashion to call this the Age of Indus-
try. Rather, we should call it the Age of
Edison, for he is the founder of modern
industry in this country. He has done
more to abolish poverty than any group
of persons since the beginning of the
world.”

Yet Edison bequeathed to us far more

than merely the material things s —\
which developed from his @

inventions. His discoveries
transformed America and
the world.

A great part of what
Edison did is so much a part
of our lives that we forget how much we
owe him. But now a notable group of the
nation’s leaders have established the
Thomas Alva Edison Foundation. Its
stated purpose is “'to keep alive and active
the genius exemplified in the life, accom-
plishments, and ideals of Mr. Edison and
thereby to stimulate research and educa-
tional activities for the more effective
advancement of human welfare.”

The immediate objectives of the Foun-
dation are three-fold: (1) The preserva-
f4]

HEIRS of EDISON

tion of Edison’s laboratories and library
at West Orange, N. J., (2) The establish-
ment there of the Edison Center for
Invention, Discovery, and Research, one
of the important activities of which will
be to study and make available to all sci-
entists the methods developed by Edison
in making his own efforts so productive,
(3) The testoration of the nation-wide

*\ \ Edison scholastic competition so
“\\\W\ that fundamental American

concepts of life and gov-
& crnment — free enter-
& prise, for example — may
" be instilled in Young

America.

To accomplish these and kindred
purposes, considered judgment indicates
that $2,590,000 must be obtained from all
sources conscious of their equity in Edison
— both the great industries and the public
they serve. This amount will finance for
the next ten years the activities presently
planned. It is further felt, with confidence,
that under the direction of the officers and
trustees, these and other projects will so
well prove themselves that funds will be
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PATTERN for RESEARCH

"W P son was the creator
of that industrial civilization which has
grown up around the research laboratory.

America now stands upon the threshold
of her greatest era of industrial research,
invention, and development. To attain the
goals ahead, there must be men trained in
the best methods of organized research.
Experience shows that it is possible to
develop thinkers and inventors just as we
can educate people in other lines.

The Edison Foundation intends to es-
tablish in the library, laboratory, and ad-
jacent facilities where the inventor worked
for so many years the Edison Center for
Invention, Discovery, and Research, This
will not be “‘just another research labora-
tory.” It will, for example, undertake re-
search into the technique of research as
practiced by Edison, and the results of this
study will be made available to all scien-
tists and research centers.

{6}

L oanl JESSORY

PROMISE for TOMORROW

EDISON recognized that there is no substi-
tute for hard work and sound thinking. To
him there was no ceiling on achievement.
. The Foundation believes in this prin-
cxple and also realizes that leadership in
science must be balanced by an apprecia-
tion of the rights of men to live together
in 'harmony, and that our steps must be
guided in that direction.
. An immediate advance towards realiz-
ing t_his objective will be an annual com-
petition  among high school students
throughout the Country. Its purpose will
be to stimulate self-development among
the contestants as well as the awarding of
a scholarship to the ultimate winner.

In this way will be revived the spirit
of the original Thomas A. Edison schol-
arship award. The purpose of that award
was “'to stimulate the interest of the youth
of America in mental development, with
particular emphasis 55
on scientific matters .. S
and, more generally, i
in the high ideals 4 "WEaE A\
that make for the —oom | Lgsa
highest type of
American manhood.”
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PROMISE for TOMORROW

THOSE now seeking to honor Edison in-
clude some of the nation’s great leaders
of science, industry, and education. These
men will guide the Foundation in fulfill-
ment of its purposes, making such adjust-
ments in its objectives and in its admin-
istration as are called for by changing
conditions.

We believe that, on the centenary of his
birth, there are men of vision eager to
develop a program to reinvigorate the
Edison tradition. And, certainly, there
also are men willing to invest in America’s
youth.

Edison endowed all mankind. As Mr.
Charles F. Kettering, president of the Edi-
son Foundation recently said, “'Every cit-
izen is as much a beneficiary of Mr. Edison
as if he had mentioned him in his will.”

You are the heir of Edison!

g o

The Edison Foundation is advised by the U. S. Treaisry
Department that subscriptions to the Foupdation are d¢

ductible for income tax purposes,



